
WESS PA MEETING NOTES:    APRIL 24, 2020 
VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM **HELD DURING COVIID-19 PANDEMIC** 

 
Items Covered 

● Principal Report/ Updates 
● Topics: Remote Learning/ Budget/ Pass-Fail/Exam Updates/  Parent Questions 

 
Guests:  

● Principal Jessica Jenkins 
● Asst Principal Joe Rodriguez 
● Parent Coordinator Karyn Gooden 
● City Council member Helen Rosenthal 
● Hosted by PA Co-Presidents Kirsten Oppenheimer and Marianna Huang 

 
Upcoming Dates:  

● Next PA Mtg:   May 2020 - exact date tbd         
● Next Exec Bd Mtgs:    May 8, 2020 - time tbd 

=============================================================================== 
 
Meeting commences at 8:45 a.m.  Marianna intro’d meeting - locked mute except speakers, 
parents posted comments and questions via the accompanying chat forum. 
 
NEWS AND UPDATES (Kirsten)  

- We have received many questions prior to the meeting. We’ll have Jessica answer as 
many as possible.  

- Stay tuned for more Grade Coffees (informal zoom gathering for parents)   
- At our Grade Coffee meetings, we found that some families feel their kid is getting too 

much homework, and some are saying not enough.    
- REMINDER:   

o Per Jessica, teachers really appreciate the thank you notes to teachers.  So, if you 
have the time, send a thank you note.  

o Please send Teacher/Staff appreciation videos or photos. 
o Please nominate Essential Workers for us to applaud. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER HELEN ROSENTHAL 

- Christine DiPasquale intro’d Helen and thanked her for support and securing past funds. 
Helen covered the following:  
● Mentioned that the office is open and a resource for any questions or concerns..  
● From the office, we are working on getting food to seniors.  
● For our district, have not heard that access to digital devices is a problem 
● Also – working on communication to the public 
● If you have a domestic abuse situation, being behind closed doors may not be 

helpful.  If in crisis, try Domestic Violence. Hotline # is:  1-800-621-HOPE 
● We are working on a face mask project – making about 1000 face masks out of  

t-shirts and then getting them to low-income buildings.  Need someone to get it 
organized.  And need about 1000 t-shirts.  Email me if interested.  
helen@helenrosenthal.com  



 
Q & A /Helen 
Q:  WHEN WILL IT BE SAFE TO OPEN UP NYC?    
A: Like our governor said, when we have under 100 in hospital, under 100 new cases, etc. Note:  
If you think you need a COVID test, and you don’t need free service, just call your doctor.   
 
Q: CAN  TEENAGERS TO HELP WITH THE SENIORS’ FOOD PROGRAM? 
A: Yes.   Check https://invisiblehandsdeliver.org  
 
JESSICA JOINS MEETING.  

- Asst Principal Lynne Galyas, Asst. Principal Joe Rodriguez and Karyn Gooden were also 
on the call.   

- Jessica addressed the various items that have come up via  parent feedback.   
 

TOPICS COVERED BY JESSICA 
- WILL NUMBER OF LIVE CLASSES INCREASE? 

o Reiterates what Kirsten stated earlier.   It is difficult to increase what we already 
have.  Many of the teachers have working partners and children in the home so 
space and time are an issue.  We must be flexible.  

o ALSO:  Some parents said they couldn’t support more live instruction for similar 
reasons: 3-4 kids in household, working spouse, competing videos; 

o However, I am also still encouraging staff members who are able to do more live 
instruction.  Some staff agreed to 2x per week. 

 
- HOW OUR WESS TEACHERS ARE DOING:  

o In general, our teachers are doing well.  There were a  couple who got sick, but 
they have recovered.  Have received many notes of praise about our teachers.  
Please continue to send those notes.    

 
- WILL OUR  GRADING SYSTEM CHANGE TO PASS/FAIL? 

o There was a brief discussion about the potential of a pass/fail grading 
policy. However, this is entirely at the discretion of the Chancellor, and 
will likely be a citywide policy. Whatever policy is put into place, our 
rubrics will remain the same.   

 
** PLEASE NOTE: NEW UPDATE ON GRADING POLICY TO BE 
ANNOUNCED BY THE D.O.E. THIS WEEK 
It may not be a simple pass/fail, and we expect there to be different 
guidelines for Middle Schools and High Schools. We will keep you updated 
and share grading information with all parents as soon as we have it. 

 
- FEEDBACK ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF WORK GIVEN TO OUR STUDENTS 

o Besides a couple of kids who are struggling without a teacher right next to them, 
I think our kids are going to be okay.  Your kids have you at home.  I know many 
of you are working. But it’s going to be ok.  



o Do I think that WESS will have learning deficits? No.  Across the city? Possibly.  
o For those parents who feel their kid needs more interaction with live teachers, 

contact us.  We can try working out a schedule during teacher office hours 
where we REQUIRE your kid to log on.  That would automatically create more 
stability and structure to your child’s program.   

 
- STATUS OF NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

o There is a Zoom call scheduled for later this week, where we will discuss NHS. 
We might organize helping younger kids with their school day.  Will be looking 
for more ideas for the Honor Society.   

 
- STATUS OF REGENTS EXAMS 

o Regents exams are all cancelled in June.  For our students, the grade received in 
class is their grade.  Each student will automatically get credit.    

o NOTE:  There are no expectations for any student to retake a Regents exam.   
o This affects 8th grade and High School students.  Joe Rodriguez is the one to ask 

about this.  There is also an FAQ doc on the DOE site that is pretty clear, and has 
been shared with families   

o Joe Rodriguez adds:  Ask your student to show you email I sent them 
 

- HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS AND OFFERS 
o Some  8th grade WESS students were offered specialized schools.  Not sure yet 

how many will accept offers.  But the percentage of offers is similar to prior 
years.  Also  - we expect 82 to 84% of our 8th grade student body to remain at 
WESS.   The DOE has always predicted 60%, but so far, that has not  been the 
case.   And, with the exception of our first year where 95% of the student body 
remained, we appear to be at a steady 82- 84%.  

 
- RE USING ZOOM FOR STUDENT CLASSES 

o We hear the security issues with Zoom are getting resolved.  Kids and teachers 
all prefer Zoom. We are hoping to hear that we can use it again soon.   

 
- WILL THERE BE STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES OR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES? 

o Don’t think the chancellor has plans for that.  However, feel free to reach out to 
your individual teachers if you want to know how your student is doing.  

 
- RE PASSAGES:  ANY ALTERNATE PLANS? 

o We know how special Passages are here.  Very upsetting for the students too.  
We are looking for guidance from the national organization “EL Education.”.  
Maybe we’ll have some sort of modified ceremony, but not sure.  Will follow up.   

 
 
 
 



- RE BUDGET FOR  FALL 2020 
o The DOE is working on this.  We are one of 1700 schools.  We hope that we will 

be ready to go in September.   We are hopeful we can get back into the building 
by July for summer prep work. 

o Note:  WESS Hiring should not be affected at all.  We will still have a new grade 
coming in, so we must hire more teachers.  

o There may be possible cuts in order to sustain certain programs. Example:   some 
of our class sizes may go up.  But I think in general, we will be okay.  I am very 
experienced with navigating thru budget.   

o The silver lining:  We were in a budget deficit this year.  We had put aside funds 
to pay for teachers, after school, etc.  However, since we never got the chance to 
use it, we will be giving that money back to the DOE. Therefore, we  start in the 
fall with a clean slate.  

o Note from Kirsten:  During Corona, the PA is not allowed to ask for fundraising.  
So – we are not collecting, but we are also not spending.  Bottom line: The 
budget still needs to be worked out.   

 
- HELP. MY STUDENT NEEDS MORE STRUCTURE 

o We are working with individual students who need a revised schedule.    
 
KARYN GOODEN ANSWERS QUESTIONS 
 

- SUMMER PROGRAM:  WILL THERE BE ONE IN PLACE? 
o Cannot say at this point.  We are waiting to see when we can open safely.  

 
- AP EXAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

o ** The AP tests are still on.   They will be on line, and are given by the college 
board.   It is the first time they will be doing this.   Kids can reach out to teachers 
who have office hours.   It will be a 45-minute exam, not a 3-hour exam.  
 

--------- Meeting adjourned:  Approx. 10:09 AM   -------------- 
Minutes taken by: Emily Just Ramsay, Recording Secretary, WESS PA 
 


