
West End Secondary School 
SLT Meeting Minutes 

October 26th 2018 

7.30am - 9:00am 

In Attendance: Jessica Jenkins (Principal), Michele Balsam,  Lynne Galyas, Ellyn Lankford, 
Kirsten Oppenheimer (PA), Ami Kantawala (Chair), Alberto Crespo, Liz Sutherland. 

Absent: Hannah Pennington, Nikki Zernone  

1. Minutes The Minutes from 26 September 2018 were approved with corrections to 
attendance. 

2. New Members The committee welcomed new parent members Hannah Pennington and 
Alberto Crespo, and teacher member Nikki Zernone 

3. National Junior Honors Society  
• Ellyn provided an update of the NJHS program. A committee is currently reviewing 

nominations from 8th and 9th grade students who have applied. There will be an induction 
of new members in November.  

• A group of four NJHS students are traveling to Orlando, FL in early November to 
participate in the NJHS National Conference. The students will attend presentations and 
workshops on leadership and community involvement. When they return they will develop 
ideas on how to turn-key what they have learned to other WESS students. 

4. Principal’s Update 
• The school is working toward broadening student’s High School experiences starting with 

this year’s 9th grade students.  
- Student Council: parent Joe Fiordaliso is overseeing the establishment of the Student 

Council. This will provide leadership experience and continue the WESS objective to 
include children in decision-making throughout the school. The council will consist of 11 
elected High School students, and they will be tasked with representing the views of both 
upper and lower grades within the school. The first information session was extremely 
well attended and we expect that many students will run for election. 

- Earth Science trip to Utah and Arizona: the school is finalizing details of a 9th Grade trip 
to Utah and Arizona during the April break. Long trips like these are commonly 
scheduled for breaks so that children are not missing other classes. It is anticipated that 
about 21 children will go. The children will be selected via an application process. The 



SLT discussed the application process and suggested that the selection process should not 
be based purely on academic grades but a broader assessment including of adherence to 
WESS core values, and habits of work. We want a diverse representation of the WESS 
community to be given the opportunity. There should not be financial constraints to any 
applicant. It is also important that the children who attend are able to then turn-key the 
experiences they have had to benefit other students who did not attend. 

- Other field work anticipated during the High School years include a Biology/AP Biology 
trip to Costa Rica, language immersion programs, and Washington D.C. 

• The vacancy for the Spanish teacher is close to being filled. A preferred candidate has been 
identified. 

• We are making changes to 8th Grade Algebra based on experiences last year. This includes 
decreasing the class sizes and adding a math teacher to 8th grade. We have already seen a 
jump in competency between 6th Grade and now, and we want to continue that.  

• Comprehensive Education Plan: the DOE have delayed the deadline so there is no hurry. 
We have submitted a draft of the goals as required. We will develop these further over the 
next moth or so. 

5. PA update The PA held elections for new PA and SLT parent members. There were 
several nominees and the PA are especially happy with the number of new people getting 
involved. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:05am 

Recorded by Liz Sutherland 


