
WESS SLT Meeting Minutes 
October 18, 2017 
5:00pm-6:30pm 

 
Attendance:  Michele Balsam, Elly Eisenberg, Lynne Galyas, Mary Kane, Amanda Rives,  
Gretchen Skaggs, Liz Sutherland, Rebecca Tatistcheff 
Absent: John, Carullo, Alison Morpurgo-Cotter, Ellyn Peschitz 
 
1) Appointment of Officers 
Chair:  Liz Sutherland 
Secretary:  Amanda Rives 
Time Keeper:  Lynne Galyas 
Financial Liaison:  Mary Kane 
 
2) Principal/Assistant Principal Update 
a. CEP- The SLT agreed with the goals as defined in the CEP.  SLT recommended clarification 
somewhat of Goal 5 to read for example 1 out of 15.   
 
We discussed Goal 4 and how the advisory program was being developed so that it is both 
relevant and appropriate.  8th grade would be focused on 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, 
Service Learning and Passaged, the culminating SLC for 8th grade reflecting on the past 3 
years that they would repeat in 10th and 12th grade. 
 
b. Admissions update 
i. High school- WESS will collaborate closely with the office of admissions to both accommodate 
current WESS students and fill the appropriate number of seats.  Students that want to stay at 
WESS should rank WESS first on their application but will be able to go through a process to 
maintain their seat at WESS. 
 
ii. Middle School 
The district will move towards blind admissions for the admissions for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  This will be discussed at the next CEC middle school committee meeting.  Liz will be in 
attendance at this meeting.   
 
iii.  8th Grade Regents 
8th graders will have the opportunity to take three Regents exams in June, Algebra 1, US 
HIstory, and Living Environment.  They will make decisions on if they will sit for the exams in 
mid year based on feedback from practice exams. 
 
3) Construction Update 
3rd floor is on track.  The kitchen should be ready by mid November.  Once the 3rd floor 
bathrooms are done, they will begin the 2nd floor bathrooms.  WESS is moving supplies from 
the black box theater to the 3rd floor so renovation may begin on that once tour season is over.  
The basement is on track and should contain offices, an auxiliary gym, dance rooms, music 



rooms, and a nurses office.  Action:  A plan needs to be made for the 6th grade laundry bags 
and where they will store them while the black box is being renovated.   
 
4) PA Update 
Laundry Bags-These are not ready.  There many left, but they have names on them.  Perhaps, 
in the future, they can put numbers on them instead of names so they can be reused. 
 PA Meeting-Next week, it will introduce Jump Rope with a focus on 6th grade families and the 
parent directory.  WESS will start slowly to use the directory program’s many functions. 
Family Giving-This will most likely be sent out next week. 
Video-  The video is too long to be shown on tours.  An email was sent after tours with a link for 
the video.  We might use it in the future for open houses. Action: We would like to see the link 
on the website.  
Crossing Guards-This continued request needs to come from parents.  There is currently a 
crossing guard shortage.  
 
5) General Items/New Business 
We need to review the by-laws. 
 


