
WESS SLT Meeting Minutes 
December 13, 2017 

Attendance: Michele Balsam, Elly Eisenberg, Mary Kane, Ellyn Lankford, Liz Sutherland, 
Rebecca Tatistcheff  

Absent: Lynne Galyas, Alison Morpurgo-Cotter, Amanda Rives, Gretchen Skaggs 

1. Minutes: Amendments were made to the November 29th minutes to correct the spelling 
of  members’ names and were adopted by a unanimous vote of  the members present. 

2.  Review of  Bylaws 

The committee discussed revising the constituency of  the SLT to insure representation of  
both middle school and high school parents on the SLT as the school grows. The  term 
length for the 6th grade SLT parent member was also discussed. 

The discussion regarding amendments to the bylaws pertaining to high school representation 
was tabled until next fall. 

The members present proposed the following amendment to section 3 paragraph 2 of  the 
bylaws for the 2018-2019 school year: 

 “In order to facilitate broad representation by the parent body and in recognition of  
the recent school founding, in academic year [2016-2017]2018-2019 only, one seat shall be 
reserved for a parent representative of  the incoming class (the Sixth Grade Representative), 
the holder of  which seat shall serve a standard two one-year term and will not have a child in 
another grade at WESS.  In the event that a seat is vacated before a two-year term runs 
allowing for a new member from the sixth grade parent body for that academic year, the SLT 
may determine to suspend this requirement.  Parents in attendance at the meeting when the 
election takes place at the start of  the 2016-2017 2018-2019 school year will be eligible to 
vote for the Sixth Grade Representative. An additional teacher will be added in order to 
maintain an even number of  parent representatives and teachers.“ 

The above amendment will be placed on the January 24th SLT agenda for a vote. 

3.  New Business 

The topic of  the Middle School Tour Format was discussed.  The committee agreed to 
revisit this when the details of  next year‘s blind admissions policy are made public. 

Regarding “Standards Based Learning,“  the issue of  parent confusion regarding this grading 
method was discussed along with possible ways of  addressing this.  An parent Expeditionary 
Learning 101 was held on Dec. 9th for 6th grade parents where this topic presented. 

Discussion was held regarding best practices use for Jumprope by parents and students.  

Next meeting is January 24th, 2018 at 5:00.


